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Programme 

• Welcome and introduction /Julie Rørdam Thom, Director

• Presentation of the school / Helle Degn, Head of Primary and 

Rikke Groth Nielsen, Deputy Head of Primary 

• After School Care /Laura Mackenzie, Head of After School Care

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
HELLEGood afternoon and welcome to our information meeting. My name is Helle Bjerre Degn, and I am the Head of Primary of the European School.This information evening is mostly about the nursery and primary classes, but we have another presentation about our Secondary classes.  I hope, the information you receive today will help you in your process of deciding the right school for your children.I will start out with some information about the development of our school and the european school system, which we are a part of.XXX will then tell you about the subjects, language sections and year levels we have in Primary as well as the many activities we have at the school.   Helena Zinduna Madsen will give you some informatino about our After School Care.After the presentation, you can ask qustions to our staff in some different chatrooms we have created – about the different grades, language sections, after school care and admissions process. The chatrooms are open from 17-18:30. You can visit any of the chatrooms you are interested in for a few minutes or longer. 
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“Educated side by side, untroubled from infancy by divisive 
prejudices, acquainted with all that is great and good in the different 
cultures, it will be borne in upon them as they mature that they 
belong together. Without ceasing to look to their own lands with love 
and pride, they will become in mind Europeans, schooled and ready 
to complete and consolidate the work of their fathers before them, to 
bring into being a united and thriving Europe.”

(Marcel Decombis, Head of European School, Luxembourg between 1953 and 1960)
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European Schools (ES) system

• Currently 37 European 
Schools (Type I and II)

• ESCPH is an Accredited 
European School (Type II)

• Audited every three years by 
ES inspectors

• Strong focus on languages and 
science, cultural understanding 
and collaboration

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
HELLEToday there are 35 European schools in Europe - 13 Type I and 22 Type II. The European school Copenhagen is an Accredited European school and a part of the European School system, which are known for their high academic standards and European and international focus, where diversity and multilingual learning and understanding is very important.All the European schools use the same curriculums, so it is easy if you are moving around Europe with children.  And the European baccalaureate is recognized in all the EU countries and many other countries.We are also drawing upon the Danish School system. We have a Danish pedagogical approach, and our way of teaching and learning is focused on challenging the pupils to the best of their ability, and creating independent, self-confident learners. Global citizens with the skills to cooperate with mutual respect. The school is under the Municipality of CPH – which means the school is free of chargeAs we follow the European Schools curriculum, we are subject to audits by ES inspectors every three years. 
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Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
JONASThis diagram gives a high level view of the Board’s different tasks and also illustrates all the groups/organisations that set the framework for the school. 1) The European School Copenhagen is organized together with Sankt Annæ Gymnasium under a common Campus Board. Both schools are publicly funded schools under the city of Copenhagen / Københavns Kommune. It is the politicians elected to the City Council in Copenhagen (Borgerrepræsentationen) who set the framework for the school - budgets, political goals, admission criteria, development of the school, etc. 2) The Ministry of education also provides funding for the upper secondary school and the school must also operates within the framework of upper secondary education in Denmark. 3) As an Accredited European School, we are also part of the European Schools system. Accredited European Schools must follow the principles and curriculum of the European Schools and are audited every three years by European School inspectors to be re-accredited.   So you can say that the City of Copenhagen and the Ministry of Education set the financial and operational framework for the school and the European Schools system sets the educational parameters for the school.4) I also want to mention the European Environment Agency because part of the reason for the school's existence is that there is an EU agency in Copenhagen. European Schools originally established to provide schooling for the children of EU staff members and therefore it made sense to open a European School here in Copenhagen as well. The EEA is also represented on the Board.   5) Then of course we have the school’s management, who are in charge of the daily running of the school and ensuring the academic quality and wellbeing of students and staff. The management refers directly to the municipality not the board. 6) In the bottom right corner we have all the different fora at the school - The Parents Council, the students Council and the Parents Association.  7) The Board deals with all the tasks in the circle: The school’s mission, vision and values and strategic focus points.The board also decides various new policies and procedures for the school every year. And each year the board approves the school’s holiday plan.The board also deals with questions concerning the budget and the building within the framework set by the municipality. And if there are decisions about recruitment of management to the Board, parent representatives on the Board are invited to join the recruitment committee. The board also discusses wellbeing surveys among both students and staff. And last year – as you might expect - we talked a lot about Corona, the impact on learning and the student's wellbeing during lockdown, etc. 



City of Copenhagen

Lower Secondary rolling admission

The presentation for Lower 
Secondary rolling admission will 
now continue in room 119



Københavns Kommune

Opening of the school in 2014

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
HELLEThe European School here in Copenhagen is a relatively new school. We started in august 2014 and ass you can see on the picture, we had an official opening with HRH Princess Marie. For the first four years, the school was in temporary buildings or co-located with other schools and spent a lot of time moving around. We are now into our 9th School Year, so we are still quite a new school, still growing every year and developing policies, plans etc. But this also means that our staff, parents and students have an opportunity to help build our school community and that we are all very enthusiastic about our school.
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Moved to Carlsberg in 2018

Photo: Adam Mørk Photo: Kristian Brasen

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
HELLEIn October 2018, we moved into this brand-new school building in the middle of Carlsberg Byen.We celebrated with a big ceremony and our guests included HRH Princess Marie, the Director of the European Schools and the Lord Mayor of Copenhagen
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An established school
• 2014: First four classes opened 

(0DK & EN, P & EN)

• 2018: First secondary classes 
opened

• 2019: French language section 
opened

• 2020: Upper Secondary/ 
Gymnasium opened

• 2023: Our first EB students 
graduate

• The years to come : Siblings

Year DA EN FR DA/FR*

0 X X X

P1 X X X

P2 X X X

P3 X X X

P4 X X X

P5 X X X

S1 X X X

S2 X X X

S3 X X X

S4 X X X

S5 X X X

S6 X X X

S7 X X
* DA/FR - a Danish class with option of French L1 lessons for bilingual French/Danish 
students

August 2024

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
HELLEThe European School Copenhagen opened in August 2014 with just four classes and has expanded gradually since.  In autumn 2018, we moved into our own school building here in Carlsberg Byen and opened our first three secondary classes. Two years ago , we opened our first four new classes in the French language section. Last year, we welcomed our first Secondary 5 students (corresponding to the first year of gymnasium in Denmark). In 2023, they will be our first EB graduates. 
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Our mission

MISSION
The European School Copenhagen is a multicultural and multilingual learning 

environment of high academic standard, committed to developing lifelong                    
learners and responsible global citizens.

RESPECT COMMIT-
MENT

COLLABO-
RATION

RESPONSI-
BILITY CURIOSITY EMPATHY

VISION
We educate to instil insight and a global mindset.

We create the future voices of the world.

VALUES

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
HELLEOur vision, mission and values
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Our school values

We respect ourselves, each other and our environment.RESPECT

We are committed to achieving our goals and overcoming our 
challenges.COMMITMENT

We understand the value of working together and supporting 
each other.COLLABORATION

We take ownership of our own learning and actions.RESPONSIBILITY

We approach learning with an open and inquisitive mind and are 
interested in other cultures and ways of life.CURIOSITY

We show empathy and kindness towards each other and care 
about the greater world.EMPATHY

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
HELLEOur values were developed in a process involving, staff, students, Parents Council and Board RespectCommitment Collaboration Responsibility CuriosityEmpathyAs a new school, we still do a lot of work to embed the values, discuss them in class, at Board level and so on. It is important that they are the foundation for everything we do.



Københavns Kommune

Our mascots
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Educational Cycles

Nursery class                         
-1 year

Primary                          
- 5 years

Secondary 
- 7 years 

Completing with 
the European 
Baccalaureate

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
CHARLOTTEThank you. I am Charlotte.I will give you some information about our year levels, subjects and activities in Primary. As you can see we are divided into three circles, where Nursery is attached to Primary. Children start with 1 year in Nursery class – this is a compulsory school year in Denmark and corresponds to grade 0 – Børnehaveklasse. The children who start in nursery class are 5-6 years old when they start and we have a minimum age requirement for admission.  Then there are 5 years of Primary…..followed by 7 years of Secondary. Divided in lower and upper Secondary.After successful completion of the Secondary 5-7 years – what we call Upper Secondary - the students are awarded the European Baccalaureate (international gymnasial uddannelse). We have a DK, English and French language section. The Danish and English language sections are fully established with classes in nursery class all the way up to Primary 5. In the new French language section, we currently have a nursery class and a Primary 1 class. 
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Primary school year 1-2 Primary school year 3-5

Mother tongue (L1) Mother tongue (L1)

Mathematics Mathematics

Language 2 (L2) Language 2 (L2)

Discovery of the world Discovery of the world

Art Art

Music Music

Physical Education Physical Education

Religion Religion

Recreation European hours

Recreation

Subjects & pedagogy

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
CharlotteHere you can see the subjects that we teach in Primary. The Curriculum that we offer is very similar to the program at other European Schools. Except for Religion, where we follow the Danish non-confessional approach to the subject.In nursery class, we follow the Early Education Program for the European school. It is written for children, who are 4-5 years old, but we have added to the curriculum and also start reading, writing, spelling and math. In many of the lessons in Nursery class, we have a teacher and a pedagogue to give the children extra support.The curriculum is set by the European School system, but we use many different materials to achieve it. In maths the European schools use Intermath as part of the curriculum, but here we also add extra materials in math classes. We take a holistic view of the pupils and do not only focus on academic competences but also upon developing social skills, including the ability to work independently, in groups and on specific projects. We have monitors – older students – who help the younger children find their way up and down the stairs to the classrooms after break time, we have playground buddies to help in the playground and we have a pedagogue connected with each class and an inclusion pedagogue to support the well-being of the children.The main purpose of Discovery of the World is to give pupils a frame of common references to develop an understanding of themselves and the wider world – touches upon history, biology, geography, socio-cultural aspects, technological development. Also, current affairs and sustainable development.The subject European Hours is intended to foster in pupils an awareness of their national and European identity, together with a global awareness and respect and care for the rights and beliefs of others. In European hours we also start working through other languages in particular our pupils first foreign language.
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Strong focus on languages

• Need min. 7 students to offer a language group. 

• Students can be at very different levels within a language group and the teacher seeks to differentiate accordingly

Danish (L1) section English (L1) section French (L1) section

L2 from Primary 1 English, German or 
French

French, German or
Danish

English, German 
or Danish

L3 from Secondary 1 English, German or 
French

French, German or 
Danish

English, German or 
Danish

L4 from Secondary 4 English, German,  
French or Spanish

French, German, 
Danish or Spanish

English, German, 
Danish or Spanish

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
 Charlotte Primary presentation/Thomas Secondary presentationEuropean schools have a strong focus on languages.L1 is the language of instruction in the language section. It is not always the pupils’ mother tongue, but the pupils are expected to be fluent in the language of the language section. Already in Primary 1, the children start their first foreign language (what we call L2). Lessons 5 times a week. Danish is not an L2 option as it is not one of the official foreign languages offered in European schools – but it’s possible to choose Danish as L3.Some of our parents have organized Danish lessons after school. The choice of L2 is important as a lot of the subjects later in Secondary will be taught in the L2 (human science, geography, etc).  As it is a school with many nationalities - the languages become active languages  - and the children will often use their 2nd language when they play.  And later on, many ES students go to university and study in their 2nd language. Our teachers are native speakers in the language of the section they teach in. We also have a great team of specialist L2 and L3 language teachers – in German, French and English. As the pupils can be at very different levels in an L2 language group, the teachers know how to differentiate their teaching so each of the students develop and feel challenged.Our teachers come from many different countries, have excellent qualifications, and are very dedicated – and do a fantastic job.We also have a great team of pedagogues who work both in our school – and in the after school care. It is important to note that the language options depend on the number of students taking the language (min. 7)
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Secondary
• L3 and L4 introduced

• Many subjects taught in the student’s 
L2 (e.g. human science, geography, art, 
music, etc.)

• Secondary 5 – harmonised exams

• Secondary 6 and 7 - curriculum closely 
follows the European Baccalaureate 
diploma programme

• We offer EB diploma not Folkeskolens
Afgangsprøve or Studentereksamen

Photo: Kristian Brasen

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
Thomas for SecondaryIn Secondary, the curriculum is standard for the European schools and by Secondary 5 the exams match those of other European Schools. In Secondary 6 and 7 - the final years - the subjects closely follow the European Baccalaureate programme.The EB is internationally recognized – and research has shown that European school students do very well academically and are represented in institutions of higher education all over the world.   And just as important….EB Students have been used to speaking multiple languages every day and going to school in a multilingual and culturally diverse environment, which means that tolerance and open-mindedness towards other people are a part of everyday life.  I think these social and academic skills will help our pupils do well in a demanding, rapidly changing, international environment later on.It is important to note that students at the European School Copenhagen do not sit Folkeskolens Afgangsprøve or Studentereksamen but the EB exams. You can hear more about Secondary if you stay for the information evening for secondary at 6 o’clock tonight
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School events & activities

Use appropriate lines of communication 

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
CHARLOTTEDuring the school year we organize a number of projects and excursions – visits to the Zoo, museums, etc. Twice a year we have a theme week - one of them is always about the Environment, as we are linked to the European Environment Agency. During theme weeks, the children are mixed across language sections and year levels – learning all kinds of things about the topic – In previous years we have worked on the topics: plastic, water, bees, theatre production, our values, UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, Sustainable Development Goals, etc. Theme weeks will usually involve many subjects, e.g. science, languages, music/dance, art etc. We regularly organize assemblies where the students present and share some of their work and experiences.  As an international school, we also celebrate cultural days - German Laternen fest, Diwali, Halloween, Fastelavn to name but a few - and mark international and European days such as European language day, Children’s Righs Day, World Book Day, World Maths Day. We also have an annual wellbeing day.
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Canteen & culinary school

• On-site production kitchen, chefs and staff

• Students in P5 and S1 participate in the food 
preparation 

• Ingredients are 90-100% organic (økologisk 
spisemærke guld)

• Focus on variety, nutrition and healthy eating, 
sustainability, food waste and animal welfare

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
TIMHello I’m Tim!  I head up the Culinary School / Madskole here at the European School Copenhagen. Madskoler / Culinary Schools is a concept developed by the City of Copenhagen, who wanted to ensure that the students have access to a healthy, varied lunch every day. All the Madskoler/Culinary Schools have an on-site production kitchen and kitchen staff, who prepare food for the students every day with the help of the students. At our school, it is the students in Primary 4 and Primary 5 and Secondary 6 who help in the kitched on a rotation basis, usually for a week a year. There are four students in the kitchen each day from 7:45 to 14:00, Tuesday to Friday, and while the students are ”on duty” in the kitchen, they receive both breakfast and lunch.The students learn how to make healthy, varied and organic food from ’first principles’ and become familiar with a lot of techniques and processes in the kitchen. They also learn about animal welfare, sustainability and the importance of minimising food waste.You can order lunch for your children for a month at a time (it costs 26 kr. per meal).There is a link to the website of the culinary school in the welcome pack we sent you. The link is also on Aula and the school’s website.Every week, we have three vegetarian meals, one meal with meat and one with fish. Some children are more adventurous with their food than others. We try to create dishes that the children like and welcome feedback and input from students and parents. It is however also important that your children are willing to try new things. If your children are vegetarian or have a gluten allergy, please let us know. We’ve prepared some small bites for you to try…….
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School policies & guidelines

• Punctuality/absence

• Wellbeing 

• Follow Danish law

• Drop-off

• Digital awareness

See the A-Z Guide for more information

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
HELLEWe expect your children to be on time for class. Lessons start 8.10 – children must be in their chair ready to learn and NOT just arriving at 8:10 – latecomers disturb the whole class. Respect teachers time in class in the morning 8.00-8.10 to give the children a good start of the day.  Please say goodbye toyour children outside the school. Sickness  should be reported to the teacher via Aula. Please respect school holidays. We have a shorter school year and therefore longer holidays than they do at other schools in Denmark. Longer absences impact the child’s learning and disrupts the class. Being a student at the European School Copenhagen is a privilege, and we therefore expect both students and parents to respect the level of attendance required for the school to maintain its high standard.Attendance and absence is registered every day by the teacher. Mobile phone use – not in school – hand to teacher each morning Use of computers and social media – digital awareness.  Anti-bullying  and focus on well-being – UNICEF Rights School, Well-being Day, Focus on InclusionStudent Council – involving the students in the decisions See the AZ guide for more information – link on Aula under useful links.
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School/home communication                            
& collaboration

Principles

Be respectful Language, tone, role model, confidentiality

Collaborate Work together, support the school’s work, share the positive stories

Show empathy Look at the situation from the other person’s perspective, consider 
other people’s needs

Show trust Assume people have good intentions

Be clear and concise Appreciate people’s time/effort, communications should be clear, 
concise and timely

Use the right channels Raise questions/concerns directly with the person concerned. Ifthe 
problem persists, speak with teachers, then management.

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
CAROLINE WARNERWe have a school/home communications policy – clarify expectations for everyone (staff and parents) – important to ensure good collaboration between school and home.6 principles – be respectful, collaborate, show empathy, show trust, be clear and concise, use the right channels
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After School Care (ASC)

• Open 6:30 – 5pm

• Grade 0-3

• Pedagogues in school and ASC

• Activities aligned with the school 
day

• Communication & contact 
information via Aula Komme/Gå 
modul

• After School Club for older 
children (Bryggergården)

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
URIIn connection with the school, we have after school care on site for children in grade 0-3Staff work both in the school and in the ASCWe try to link activities to the school dayThe ASC opens at 6.30 in the morning and there is breakfast for the children who come early. All children are welcome in the morning. In the afternoon we are only open to those who are enrolled in the After School Care. The ASC closes at 5 pm every day.  While the school is free of charge, you do have to pay for the ASC. The month of July is free if you live in the Municipality of Copenhagen. Fees vary if you live outside Copenhagen.  Older children (P4-P6) can attend an After School Club in Copenhagen. You sign up through the Municipality. Most of the children at ESCPH go to Bryggergården, which is a short walk from the school. In the ASC we use a communications platform called Tabulex. It is important that parents keep their information up to date in Tabulex and that the children check in and out in Tabulex so we know their movements. 
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Resource Centre / Support

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
CHARLOTTE Information about the Ressource Center, including the school nurse, learning support, etc.
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The parent perspective

Parent influence and involvement

• School Board and Parents Councils

• Parents Association

Events and activities

• Coffee mornings, Christmas and summer party, Annual School meeting

• P/t conferences, parent's meetings, School reports

Photo: Torben  Eskerod

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
Parent reps on the Board
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The parent perspective

Why choose ESCPH?

• Academics and pedagogy 

• Languages

• International identity and community

• Values 

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
Parent reps on Board
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Admission criteria

• Age requirement (e.g. must be born before 1/10/2019 for nursery class starting in 
2024)  Normal start in the calendar year they turn 6

• Expectations for new nursery students:

o Can carry their own school bag

o Able to take clothes on/off themselves

o Independently use the bathroom

o Able to understand a collective message

• Admission categories in order of priority (see table)

• Siblings: No sibling guarantee

• There is no waiting list

• More applicants than available spaces: Have a back-up plan

Admission categories

a. Children of EU institution staff members are 
entitled to admission.

b1.

Children of whom one or both parents are 
international employees who have come to 
Denmark with the purpose of working in 
Danish or international companies, 
organisations and educational institutions.

b2.

Children of whom one or both parents are 
returned Danish employees working in Danish 
or international companies and organisations, 
and who have had a permanent workplace 
outside Denmark for a total of one year within 
the last five years.

b3. Children moving here from another European 
school.

B4.
In case of extra places, these may be offered to 
local applicants who meet the necessary 
language requirements for admission.

Sibling

Siblings of pupils already enrolled in the 
European School Copenhagen, who meet the 
above criteria, are always invited to a 
screening and have priority within the 
admission category if they meet the language 
and other requirements.

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
XXXThe school admits students based on some politically agreed admission criteria categories. These are listed on the right. As you can see, cat a. applicants – usually the children of employees at the European Environment Agency here in Copenhagen - are entitled to admission. The other categories - in order of priority - are children of international employees, children of returned Danish employees, children from other European Schools and local applicants. We also have some age and language requirements for admission. We usually receive more applications for each class than we have spaces so we always say to our applicants that they should have a back-up plan. We assess all the applications against the criteria and invite those who best meet the criteria for a screening. The screening is a 20 minute conversation with your child in the language of the section you have applied for. After the screening, we make our final decision regarding admission. This decision is made in an admission committee with participation of the Child and Youth Administration. 
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Timeline for Admissions to New Nursery
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Screening
• Language skills Mother tongue level, fluent

• Academic Different tasks to be solved with screening teacher

• School readiness Focusing, listening, able to understand a collective message, 
interaction with other children

2 hours academic and social screening, parents waiting in the waiting area

• Individual language and academic screening with teacher: 15-20 minutes 

• Screening with pedagogical staff, activities with other children: 1.5 hours

Please note:

• It is not possible to change screening date and time
• No online screening
• No feedback after screening
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Choosing language section 

• Not possible to apply for 2 language sections: Language section must be chosen before 
applying 

• Language level: Mother tongue, language spoken at home, parents must be able to help

• Do not write fluent if not fluent

• Parents meetings and weekly newsletters in the language of the section 
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Admissions 

• Admission primarily for the new nursery classes that we open every year

• BUT you can also apply for admission in the already established classes in 
case spaces become available (rolling admission)

• You apply online via the links on our website: 
https://escph.dk/admissions/

• If you have a question about admission: Please call the Admissions Hotline 
on +45 36 140 190 open on

– Mondays 11-12am, Tuesdays 9-10am, and Thursdays 1-2pm

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
XXXWe primarily admit students in the new nursery classes that we open each August. However, you can also apply for a space in one of our existing classes in case students leave and spaces become available. You apply online via a link provided on our website. If you have questions regarding admission, please visit our website, or call the administration within the telephone hours on the screen.

https://escph.dk/admissions/
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After the screening

Screening staff, management and admission committee make the classes 
(students with the best results) class dynamic

Offer of admissions or rejections will be sent out 

The screening result can be different from what you expected 
(no feedback, no second screening) 

Rejections for 3 reasons:

• No available spaces – some students met the criteria on a higher level – reserve list
• Child did not meet the criteria and would be challenged if admitted
• A certain language level in classes must be ensured
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Visit Classrooms &  Q&A

• English language section – Laura Mackenzie, Classroom first floor

• Danish language section – Pia Ribberholt, Classroom first floor

• French language section – Fanny Simon, Classroom first floor

• General questions and KKFO– Laura Mackenzie, First floor

• General questions Primary – Rikke Groth Nielsen, First floor

• Admission/Pedagogical – Helle Bjerre Degn, Canteen

• Admission – Administration staff, Canteen

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
XXXThe virtual information evening on November 23rd is an opportunity for you to learn more about the school, “meet” members of our staff and management and ask questions!How to joinTo join, all you need is a computer, phone or tablet and an Internet connection. When you are all set up, you simply click on the links in the live chat programme below.Videos and presentationsBefore the virtual information evening, we encourage you to take a look at our videos and presentations, so you know what questions you want to ask. These will all be available here on this page on Friday 20th November.Live chat programme between 17:00-18:30You log in to the different chatrooms in Microsoft Teams by clicking on the links below. You can visit the chatrooms in any order you like, at any time between 17:00-18:30, and for as long as you wish.It is important that you mute your microphone when you log in, but please activate your camera so we can see each other. If you wish to ask a question, please write your question in the chat.You can see the most important functions in Microsoft Teams in the picture below (left to right: attendees, chat function, raise hand function, dots for different settings, camera function, microphone function, share your screen, hang up). If you click on the picture, you will be directed to Microsoft’s help page. 
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